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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-172
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: March 8, 2019
Type of Action: Approval and authorization of an agreement to settle demolition and nuisance liens
Bill Summary: The bill approves and authorizes the execution and delivery of a Lien Agreement to settle demolition and nuisance liens with the City of Jacksonville, Trout River Opportunity Fund, LLC, Corner Lot Development Group, LLC, and Breeze Homes, LLC; directs the Finance and Administration Department, the Planning and Development Department, and the Neighborhoods Department to monitor compliance with the lien agreement; and authorizes termination of the lien agreement if the developer fails to meet a deadline to apply for and successfully obtain the required Environmental Resource Permit on or before June 1, 2019.
Background Information: Trout River Opportunity Fund, LLC is the current owner of the vacant property located at 5809 Trout River Boulevard, Real Estate Number 021161-0000. The property was previously operated as a mobile home park. The property was cited several times by a Municipal Code Compliance Officer for various safety conditions in direct violation of the Jacksonville Ordinance Code. Citations included one demolition lien and five nuisance liens with a total amount of, fines and interest, $128,147.56. The developers (Corner Lot Development Group and Breeze Homes) request the reduction of the previous liens to move forward with construction and installation of a new utility pipe and line system. This project is estimated at $2,000,000.00. 
According to Section 112.110 (e), Ordinance Code, all settlements of delinquent liens over $100,000.00 must be approved by the City Council. Thus, the agreement states that the City will only reduce the liens after the Neighborhoods Department, and the Planning and Development Department has sent written notification to the Finance and Administration Department that the work has been performed in satisfaction with standards outlined in Chapter 518, Chapter 320, and Chapter 366, Ordinance Code. The specifics of the project are outlined in (1)the Water Main Extension Site Plan, and (2) the Geotechnical Exploration Trout River Water Main Report Dated May 15, 2018. NOTE: This legislation authorizes the Mayor to terminate the Lien Agreement as indicated for failure acquire a necessary permit or extend the deadline, in writing, for up to an additional 180 days.
Policy Impact Area: Demolition and nuisance liens
Fiscal Impact: The reduction of liens for $128,147.56, to honor the settlement agreement for a new utility pipe and line system estimated at $2,000,000.00.
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